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St.Mary’sCo-EdSchool,Harda(M.P.)

Subject-So.ScienceClassVIII

History-lesson5-TheRevoltof1857

Q.A.Multiplechoicequestions:

Answers

1.B.KunwarSingh 2.B.1856

3.C.Rangoon 4.D.NanaSaheb

5.B.TheIndiansfoughtwithmodernweapons

Q.B.Matchthefollowing:

1.-E.RaniLakshmibai

2.-D.BahadurShahII

3.-A.HazratMahal

4.-C.NanaSaheb

5.-B.KunwarSingh

C.Shortanswers:

1.In1856,theEnfieldriflewasintroducedintheIndianArmy.Thecartridgesoftherifleweresmearedwith

greaseandcoveredwithcaps,whichhadtobebittenoffbeforeuse.Thesepoysbelievedthatthegreasewas

madefrom thefatofanimalsthatwouldhurtthereligioussentimentsofboththeHindusandtheMuslims.So,

theyrevoltedagainsttheuseofthenewcartridges.

2.TheDoctrineofLapsereducedthenativekingsandprincestomeresubordinates.Usingthisexpansionist

policy,theBritishrefusedtorecognisetherightofanadoptedsontothethroneandannexedstateswherethe

rulerdiedwithoutleavingasontosucceedhim.Satara,Jhansi,Sambalpur,NagpurandAwadhwerethesome

ofthestatesthatwereannexedbytheBritishthroughthispolicy.

3.TheartisansandcraftsmenwereruinedbysomeoftheeconomicpoliciesoftheBritish.Thelarge-scale

importantofcheapBritish-manufacturedgoodsdisruptedsalesofhandmadeIndiangoodswhichwere

comparativelymoreexpensive.Asaresult,thedemandforhandicraftsdecreased.Duetoanothercommercial

policy,IndiangoodsweresubjectedtoveryheavydutieswhensoldinEngland.Thusneithercraftsmennor

merchantsstoodtomakeprofitsfrom export.

4.TheGeneralServiceEnlistmentAct(1856)madeitmandatoryfornewrecruitstoserveoverseas.Thiswas

atabooforHindus.TheBritishforbadewearingsectarianmarkssuchastilak,turbanorbread.Thefinalblow

wasaintroductionofEnfieldriflewhosecartridgesweresupposedlygreasedwiththefatofanimalsthatwere

forbiddentoHindusandMuslims.

5.TheRevoltof1857markedanendtotheruleoftheEastIndiaCompany.In1858,theadministrationwas

takenoverbyQueenVictoria.TheBoardofcontrolandDirectorswerereplacedbythesecretaryofstate.The
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Governor-GeneralwasmadesubordinatetothesecretaryofstateandgiventhetitleofViceroy.Thearmywas

alsoreorganised.TheRevoltsowedthefirstseedsofnationalism amongpeople.

D.Longanswers-

1.VariousBritishlandrevenuepoliciesmadethelivesofpeasantsmiserable.Highratesofrevenueandforce
collectionoftaxesbyZamindarscreatedimmensedissatisfaction.Evenwhencropsfailedduetodroughts,
taxeswerenotwaivedoff.Thepeasantsoftenlosttheirrightsonlandandhadtoworkedasbondedlabourers
onplantationsofcashcropssetupbytheBritish.Theimportancegiventocashcropsandthenegligence
towardsnewmethodsofagricultureorirrigationfurtherweakenedtheagrarianset-up.Thesubsequent
faminesaddedtothegrievancesofIndianfarmers.

2.TheRevoltof1857wastheclearestexpressionofpopularresistanceagainstanoppressiverulethat
wantedtoretaincontroloverIndiaatallcosts.Itiscalledthe'FirstWarofIndependence'asitregisteredthe
participationofpeasants,craftsmen,soldiers,artisans,nobleandrulers.TheuprisingUnitedHindusand
Muslimsacrossthenationthroughonecommonfeature-theirhatredfortheBritish.Thoughtherevoltfailed
toachievethedesiregoal,itUnited,thoughinalimitedway,manysectionsofIndiansocietyforacommon
causeandsowedtheseedsofIndiannationalism.

3.TheRevoltfailedformanyreasons.Mostoftheleadersweremotivatedbytheirpersonalgains,ratherthan
lovefortheircountry,andlackedforesightorstrategicplanning.Therebelshadnocentralisedplanningor
coordinationplans.Theyfailedtocapitaliseontheirgains.Moreover,theiroutdatedweaponscouldnotmatch
thesophisticatedBritishweapons.

4.Thisshouldbeasubjectiveanswer

5.TheBritishusedutmostbrutalityandruthlessnesstosuppresstherevoltof1857,whichlastedfornearlya
year.GovernorGeneralLordCanningmobilisedallhisforcesandutilisedhisbestCommanderssuchasJohn
Lawrence,Campbell,Outram,Neill,RoseandHavlock.TheBritishburntdownvillagesandresortedtoput
hangingsandblowingpeoplebytyingthem tothemouthofCanons.Throughthebrutalityoftheirmethods
theywantedtoscarepeoplefrom repeatingsuchamovement.

https://youtu.be/8HEl9E70SxU

https://youtu.be/vT4Vd8jh2NU

https://youtu.be/g_5guJ5EOJg

https://youtu.be/wc2ErbLu2kA


